
   

 

Meetings & Events 

 BSM Meeting Sept 20th 

@9:30am Henrietta Ely 

Fagan American Legion 

260 Middle Rd Henrietta 

NY 

 Future Strong Stars 

Oct 6th @7-8pm Panera 

Bread 800 Greece Ridge 

Center Drive Greece 

 Women Veterans’ Coffee 

House: October 10th 

@5:30pm Ely Fagan 

American Legion. RSVP 

to 585-210-9779  

        Upcoming Events 

 Gold Star Families Sun-

day September 28th See 

page 3 for details. 

 Lights of Honor Dec 7th 

See page 4 

 

We are mothers, stepmothers, grandmothers, foster mothers and female legal guardians 

who have children serving in the military, guard or reserves, or children who are veterans. 

We support each other and our children while promoting patriotism. Our organization 

focuses on our mission every single day and will never, ever, forsake our troops, our 

veterans or the families of our Fallen Heroes.  

  Blue Star Mothers ROC Sept 2025 

2025 Garlic Fest 
If you weren’t at the 2025 Webster Garlic Fest 

you missed a stinkin good time. This year’s fest 

was bigger and well attended with more vendors 

and food trucks. There was something for every-

one; garlic cookies, llamas and goats, BBQ, and 

even hidden crocheted garlic plushies to find. It 

was also the opportunity for the community to 

comet together to support Wreaths Across 

America, Gold Star Mothers, Rochester Blue Star 

Mothers. 

We want to THANK all the vendors, the volun-

teers that made the event possible and the Town 

of Webster Community Rec Center for providing 

the space for this event. 
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Suicide Prevention 

September is Suicide Prevent Month but recognizing the signs, knowing how to get help 

and support the person in crisis is something we need to do each and everyday for all 

members of our community.  
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The Rochester Blue Star Moth-

ers NY8 participated in the an-

nual Stand Down held in Roch-

ester NY. The Blue Star Moth-

ers served pizza, fruits and 

juice to the over 200 veterans 

that attended the event. The 

event offers information about 

services, obtaining veteran 

benefits, there are a number 

of community and social agen-

cies along with employers. The 

BSM provided toiletries to the 

veterans that stopped by their 

table.   
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Congratulation to the 2025-2026 Rochester Blue Star Mothers NY8 Officers 

Left to right, Pat Witt, Jill Harris, Lara, Whitney, Amy VanDerwerken, Vera Mae Rudd-

Young, Stacy Bodner, and Debbie Trevett. Thank you for volunteering to lead this chapter. 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Our chapter grows and is able to help more service members, veterans and military families 

because of volunteers. We need the support of all members, associate members, and those 

thankful for our military  to have successful events like The Veteran Stand Down, Lights of Hon-

or, Care Packages etc. Please look at the opportunities below, see how you can help. Our kids 

stood up and volunteered, now we need YOU to do the same. 

Military Baby Shower: April 27th, a community baby shower for military and veteran 

families expecting a child or have an infant less than 6 months old. Help needed: collect 

shower gifts, ask for donations, create baskets, support at event: decorating, picking up 

food items, welcoming moms, serving food, set-up/clean-up. Contact Amy 

VanDerwerken at president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us or Jill Harris at 

1vp.ny8@bluestarmothers.us to volunteer.  

Care Packages: Boxes packed/mailed in June & November to service members de-

ployed overseas. Help needed: solicit postal addresses for deployed service members, 

collect care package items, promote our Amazon gift list for needed care package items. 

Friday night before packing: set-up of donated items. Saturday morning: put together 

mailing boxes, fill boxes, seal boxes. Contact Debbie Trevett at 

treas.ny8@bluestarmothers.us or Kathy Dodsworth at kdodsworth@frontiernet.net  

to volunteer.  

Veteran Women’s Coffee House: Monthly get-together for veteran women. Dinner is 

served. Help needed: preparing food for dinner, set-up/clean-up. CoChairs are Nancy 

Bird and Dory Braun. Contact Dory Braun at dbraun4@gmail.com to volunteer. 

Webster Garlic Fest  September 6th & 7th Contact Cherie Wood at  

WebsterGarlicFest@gmail.com to get involved in this stinkin good time.  

 

Veteran Stand Down: Organized annually by Veteran Outreach Center in September for 

area veterans with information on community services, employment and support. Held 

during the day on Friday at the Public Market in Rochester. Help needed: serving lunch 

to veterans, staffing BSM table and handing out hygiene supplies, set-up/clean-up. Con-

tact Amy VanDerwerken at president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us to volunteer.  
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