
   

 

Meetings & Events 

 BSM Meeting Nov 15th 

@8:30am Webster 

American Legion 818 

Ridge Rd Webster 

Packing care packages 

 Future Strong Stars 

Dec 1st @7-8pm Panera 

Bread 935 Holt Road 

Webster 

 Women Veterans’ Coffee 

House: Dec 12th 

@5:30pm Ely Fagan 

American Legion. RSVP 

to 585-210-9779  

 

        Upcoming Events 

 Lights of Honor Dec 7th 

See page 2 

 Wreaths Across America 

Dec 13th 

 Army Navy Game Dec 

13th see page 3 

 

We are mothers, stepmothers, grandmothers, foster mothers and female legal guardians 

who have children serving in the military, guard or reserves, or children who are veterans. 

We support each other and our children while promoting patriotism. Our organization 

focuses on our mission every single day and will never, ever, forsake our troops, our 

veterans or the families of our Fallen Heroes.  

  Blue Star Mothers ROC November 2025 

Garlic Fest Fundraiser 
NY8 President Amy VanDerwerken was presented 

with a check from Cherie Wood from the September 

Garlic Fest in Webster. This event has grown over the 

last several years to include more vendor, food 

trucks, and guests. It involves a lot of planning and 

work by Blue Star Mothers and community partners. 

The funds are used to further our mission to support 

service members past, present, future and military 

families.  
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Marine Moms Enjoy Lunch with Their Kids 

Local Marine moms meet for lunch at Mission BBQ in a booth 

that includes pictures of their Marine kids. There are 142 Mis-

sion BBQs located throughout the U.S. Mission BBQ’s mission 

is to serve those who serve. Mission BBQ co-founder, Bill 

Kraus’s son, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Andrew Krauss was one of 

four U.S. Army soldier killed in a helicopter crash during a rou-

tine flight training exercise in Washing State on September 17, 

2025.  
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The Rochester Blue Star Mothers, 

Lynne Marsh and Nancy General 

participated in CompeerCORPS 

Trunk or Treat 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Our chapter grows and is able to help more service members, veterans and military families 

because of volunteers. We need the support of all members, associate members, and those 

thankful for our military  to have successful events like The Veteran Stand Down, Lights of Hon-

or, Care Packages etc. Please look at the opportunities below, see how you can help. Our kids 

stood up and volunteered, now we need YOU to do the same. 

Military Baby Shower: Annual in April, a community baby shower for military and veter-

an families expecting a child or have an infant less than 6 months old. Help needed: col-

lect shower gifts, ask for donations, create baskets, support at event: decorating, picking 

up food items, welcoming moms, serving food, set-up/clean-up. Contact Amy 

VanDerwerken at president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us or Jill Harris at 

1vp.ny8@bluestarmothers.us to volunteer.  

Care Packages: Boxes packed/mailed in June & November to service members de-

ployed overseas. Help needed: solicit postal addresses for deployed service members, 

collect care package items, promote our Amazon gift list for needed care package items. 

Friday night before packing: set-up of donated items. Saturday morning: put together 

mailing boxes, fill boxes, seal boxes. Contact Debbie Trevett at 

treas.ny8@bluestarmothers.us or Kathy Dodsworth at kdodsworth@frontiernet.net  

to volunteer.  

Veteran Women’s Coffee House: Monthly get-together for veteran women. Dinner is 

served. Help needed: preparing food for dinner, set-up/clean-up. CoChairs are Nancy 

Bird and Dory Braun. Contact Dory Braun at dbraun4@gmail.com to volunteer. 

Webster Garlic Fest  Annual in September. Contact Cherie Wood at  

WebsterGarlicFest@gmail.com to get involved in this stinkin good time.  

 

Veteran Stand Down: Organized annually by Veteran Outreach Center in September for 

area veterans with information on community services, employment and support. Held 

during the day on Friday at the Public Market in Rochester. Help needed: serving lunch 

to veterans, staffing BSM table and handing out hygiene supplies, set-up/clean-up. Con-

tact Amy VanDerwerken at president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us to volunteer.  
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