
   

 

Meetings & Events 

 No BSM Meeting in  

December 

  January 17th, 2026 

@9:30am Henrietta Ely 

Fagan American Legion 

260 Middle Rd Henrietta 

NY 

 Future Strong Stars 

Jan 5th @7-8pm Panera 

Bread 795 Jefferson Rd 

Henrietta  See page 4 for 

the 2026 schedule 

 Women Veterans’ Coffee 

House Dec 12th 

@5:30pm Ely Fagan 

American Legion. RSVP 

to 585-210-9779  

        Upcoming Events 

 Lights of Honor  

Dec 7th See page 2 

 Wreaths Across America 

Dec 13th See page 7 

 Army Navy Game  

Dec 13th See page 3 

We are mothers, stepmothers, grandmothers, foster mothers and female legal guardians 

who have children serving in the military, guard or reserves, or children who are veterans. 

We support each other and our children while promoting patriotism. Our organization 

focuses on our mission every single day and will never, ever, forsake our troops, our 

veterans or the families of our Fallen Heroes.  

  Blue Star Mothers ROC December 2025 

NY8 President, Amy VanDerwerken speaks 

at the November 21st dedication of the 

New York State Department of Veterans’ 

Services digital kiosk at Eastview Mall. See 

page 7 for more information on this new lo-

cal resource.  
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The NY State Dept of Veterans' Services officially activated its new-
est Digital Kiosk at Eastview Mall, located inside Entrance 6. 
 
Deputy Counsel Benjamin Pomerance from the NY State Dept of 
Veterans’ Services hosted the unveiling, which brought together a 
wide range of elected officials, Veterans advocates, and community 
partners committed to strengthening access to benefits and ser-
vices. 
 
This kiosk provides a direct, user-friendly connection to critical re-
sources for all who served, Service Members, and Military Families 
— helping ensure no one is left navigating the system alone. 
“Together, we continue building a more accessible New York for all 
who served.”  

Present at the unveiling were Victor Town Supervisor Jack Marren, 
Monroe County Veterans Service Agency Director Nick Stefanovic, 
Ontario County Veterans Service Agency Director Sue Smith, Kathe-
rine Quinones of the Latino Military Coalition, Katherine Hatch of 
EquiCenter, Inc., Tracy LoTemple of Compeer Rochester, Laura 
Heltz of Rochester Veterans Outreach Center, and Amy 
VanDerwerken of Blue Star Mothers Rochester for their partnership 
and support. 

Dedication of Veteran Kiosk at Eastview Mall 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/new-york-state-department-of-veterans-services/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/monroe-county/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nick-stefanovic-523952148/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ontario-county/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/equicenterny/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracy-lotemple-91037919b/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/compeerrochester/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/veterans-outreach-center/
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Our chapter grows and is able to help more service members, veterans and military families 

because of volunteers. We need the support of all members, associate members, and those 

thankful for our military  to have successful events like The Veteran Stand Down, Lights of Hon-

or, Care Packages etc. Please look at the opportunities below, see how you can help. Our kids 

stood up and volunteered, now we need YOU to do the same. 

Military Baby Shower: Annual in April, a community baby shower for military and veter-

an families expecting a child or have an infant less than 6 months old. Help needed: col-

lect shower gifts, ask for donations, create baskets, support at event: decorating, picking 

up food items, welcoming moms, serving food, set-up/clean-up. Contact Amy 

VanDerwerken at president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us or Jill Harris at 

1vp.ny8@bluestarmothers.us to volunteer.  

Care Packages: Boxes packed/mailed in June & November to service members de-

ployed overseas. Help needed: solicit postal addresses for deployed service members, 

collect care package items, promote our Amazon gift list for needed care package items. 

Friday night before packing: set-up of donated items. Saturday morning: put together 

mailing boxes, fill boxes, seal boxes. Contact Debbie Trevett at 

treas.ny8@bluestarmothers.us or Kathy Dodsworth at kdodsworth@frontiernet.net  

to volunteer.  

Veteran Women’s Coffee House: Monthly get-together for veteran women. Dinner is 

served. Help needed: preparing food for dinner, set-up/clean-up. CoChairs are Nancy 

Bird and Dory Braun. Contact Dory Braun at dbraun4@gmail.com to volunteer. 

Webster Garlic Fest  Annual in September. Contact Cherie Wood at  

WebsterGarlicFest@gmail.com to get involved in this stinkin good time.  

 

Veteran Stand Down: Organized annually by Veteran Outreach Center in September for 

area veterans with information on community services, employment and support. Held 

during the day on Friday at the Public Market in Rochester. Help needed: serving lunch 

to veterans, staffing BSM table and handing out hygiene supplies, set-up/clean-up. Con-

tact Amy VanDerwerken at president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us to volunteer.  

mailto:president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:1vp.ny8@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:treas.ny8@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:kdodsworth@frontiernet.net
mailto:dbraun4@gmail.com
mailto:president.ny8@bluestarmothers.us


 10 

 

Christmas Celebrated on Bases,  
Forts, and Ships Around the World 
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